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He also composed a commentary on the Agastya-Sambhita
but I have not been able to examine this manuscript to further

comment on the issue.
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We Beat the World at Batteries

An interesting procedure, that gives proof for the usage
and preparation of the battery cell is recorded in Agastya Samhita.
The following lines illustrate the electrical cell.
Place copper plates in an earthern pot, cover it with copper
sulphate and Moistened saw dust. Spread zinc powder and cover
it with mercury. Due to Chemical reaction, ~ve and —ve electric-
ity is produced. He further says that this water is decomposed in
to Oxygen and Hydrogen. - Agastya Samhita
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Interestingly the battery, in the procedure as explained, in
the previous text is prepared and the same was tested and proved
practical. When a cell was prepared according to Agastya
Sambhita and measured, it gives open circuit voltage as 1.138

volts, and short circuit current as 23 mA.
DT &1 Uk e SEE AT T & srmer-afRar F
T A1 fafer afta &—

Ancient Sanskrit literature is full of descriptions of flying
machines - Vimanas. From the many documents found it is evi-
dent that the scientist-sages Agastya and Bharadwaja had de-
veloped the lore of aircraft construction. The “Agastya Samhita”
gives us Agastya’s descriptions of two types of aeroplanes. The
firstis a “chchatra” (umbrella or balloon) to be filled with hydro-
gen. The process of extracting hydrogen from water is described
in elaborate detail and the use of electricity in achieving this is
clearly stated. This was stated to be a primitive type of plane,
useful only for escaping from a fort when the enemy had set fire
to the jungle all around. Hence the name “Agmyana” The sec- -
ond type of aircraft mentioned is somewhat on the lines of the

parachute. It could be opened and shut by operating chords

I I ST, TR O, ETT SIS A Srfae o o e
g BT, § 2007 H THI10 TREHETG0T 7 frehr & womass
T, oI 7 foran & & s~ gt & wr-fasm ¥ oo e 81 o=

¥ gTsq H—

According to M.N. Dutt the book comprlses three
Samhitas viz. the Agastya Samhita, the Brhaspati Samhita
(Nitisara) and the Dhanvantari Samhita. Each one of those
Samhitas would give it a permanent value, and accord to it an
undyeing fame among the works of practical ethics or applied
medicine. The Agastya Sambita deals with the formation, crys-
tallisation and distgisestive. Traits of the different precious gems
and enumerates the names of the countries from which our fore-
fathers used to collect these gems. The cutting, polishing, setting
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and apprecising etc. of several kind of gems and diamond, as
they were practiced in ancient India, cannot but be interesting to
artists and lay men, and the scientific traders unbedded in the
highly poetic accounts of these original gems.

T g ‘e -gfear’ 7 fagq o ud faga dufea
IUH % Jeoi@ B AT e #=r 81 THE MAGICIAN’S
DICTIONARY, An Apocalyptic Cyclopaedia of Advanced M/
magic(k)al Arts and Alternate Meanings, Second Edition 1996
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VARUNA

One of the Vedic deities, the God of Water — symbol-
izes “the Waters of Space.” In the Agastya Sambhita are in-
structions for building a dry-cell battery. Liquid energy, called
Mitra Varuna (“Friendly Water God™) is produced. Water can
thereby be divided into Prana-vayu and Udana-vayu. Vayu means
“air.” Thus the Ancient Hindus correctly analyzed water es the
mixture of two gases. Prana is the life principle (so must corre-
spond to oxygen, which is essential to life) and Udana means
“upward breathing” (so must correspond to hydrogen, which is

the lightest element). |
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